WASHINGTON’S CHANGING
DEMOGRAPHICS

Limited English Proficient Refugees
and Immigrants Receiving Assistance

Washington State Department of Social and
Health Services

Office of Refugee and Immigrant Assistance

WASHINGTON STATE
DEMOGRAPHICS

State Population: 6,664,195
King County Population: 1,916,441 (28.7%)

Foreign born population, WA: 10.4%
Foreign born population, King County: 15.4%
Foreign born population, US: 11.1%

Language other than English at home, WA: 14%

Language other than English at home, King County: 18.4%
Language other than English at home, US: 17.9%

Source: US Census Bureau, Quick Facts, 2009 estimate

SOCIO-ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF FOREIGN
BORN

Minimal or Poor English Skills
Residents most likely to speak English poorly:
+ Central or South America (46%)
+ Former USSR (30%)
+ Asia (24%)

Employment rates similar to total population
(5.3% vs. 5.4%)
Unemployment highest among:
+ Africa (11.1%)
+ Middle East (7.7%)
+ Former USSR (7.7%)

Source: Department of Social and Health Services, Research and Data Analysis,
2008 Data




SOCIO-ECONOMIC
CHARACTERISTICS OF FOREIGN
BORN

Poverty Status

Foreign Born residents at or below the federal
poverty level (FPL = $22,050/yr for a family of 4)
+ Africa (28%)
+ Central or South America (24%)
+ Former USSR (22%)
+ Middle East (11%)

WASHINGTON STATE
REFUGEE ARRIVALS

REFUGEE ARRIVALS BY INITIAL
STATE OF RESIDENCE: FFY 2009

California 11,274
Texas 8,195
New York 4,411
Arizona 4,317
Florida 4,193
Michigan 3,500
Georgia 3,270
Washington 2,581
Illinois 2,560

North Carolina 2,235




REFUGEE ARRIVALS —
WASHINGTON
FFY 2006 — FFY 2010 (YTD)
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REFUGEE ARRIVALS
FFY 2006




REFUGEE ARRIVALS
FFY 2007

REFUGEE ARRIVALS
FFY 2008

REFUGEE ARRIVALS
FFY 2009




REFUGEE ARRIVALS
FFY 2010 (YTD)
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LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENT (LEP)
CASELOADS BY
LANGUAGE SPOKEN

LEP CASELOADS

Data from March 2007 & March 2010 “Snapshot”

Washington Basic Food
Cash Assistance

+ Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

© 881

+ Refugee Cash Assistance

+ Disability Lifeline Services (formerly General Assistance)
Medical Coverage

v Medicaid

+ Refugee Medical Assistance (RMA)

Letters and Notices are sent in the client’s target
language
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