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New Referral 

To MHC

Referral can 

occur anytime in 

adjudication

See note P2

Defendant 

Competency 

Raised

Can be raised 

anytime during 

adjudication

See note P3

Competency Hearing 

Automatically Set in MHC

Court Liaison Evaluates 

Referral

“Look See” set in MHC

Is Defendant 

Competent to 

Stand Trial?

1. Case Dismissed

-or-

2. Restoration ordered

Competency is then Re-Evaluated

(go back to “Is Defendant Competent?”)

NO

YES

Defendant Opts Into 

MHC

Defendant monitored by 

Probation Counselor for up to 2 

years. After successful 

completion, defendant 

“graduates” and may have case 

dismissed.

Defendant Does Not Stay in MHC 

Case sent to Traditional Courtroom

1. MHC issues not primary or not linked to criminal activity

2. Defendant Opts Out because of required obligations

3. Defendant Opts Out to take case to trial

4. MHC “flag” may or may not be removed

See Note P4

NO

Is Defendant 

Eligible or 

Appropriate for 

MHC?

Does Defendant 

Succeed with 

Conditions of 

Release?

YES

NO

YES

Defendant 

has MHC 

“Flag”

Case is 

Immediately 

Set in MHC
See note P1

New Referral: 1 week to MHC Hearing

Competency Evaluation: At least 1.5 Weeks to 

COMPEH 

1. Defendant evaluated 

by Court Liaison and 

others re: two issues

2. Case Continued up to Several Months 

with Conditions of Release (COR)

Defendant released and monitored by 

Court Liaison.

Mental Health Court

Monday -Thursday 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

& 

Friday 10:30 a.m.

3. Final Decision 

Regarding 

Eligibility

4. Defendants “Opt In” to 

MHC and Receive Long 

Term Monitoring and 

Services

Seattle Municipal Court

Mental Health Court Flowchart

 


